
The Event: Real Madrid VS Lazio
Championship League Game. The
Canterbury Club will go and support (apo-
yar) the World's Greatest Football Club,
Real Madrid. Meeting Point: We will meet
at the ticket offices in front of Bernabéu
stadium. Cost: The approximate cost is 30
€ (this was the ticket price a few days
before the last championship game). We
will know the exact price at the end of the
week and we will call all the people who
have signed up and inform you about how
to buy your tickets. Sign up List: In the
library. No deposit necessary. 

Where: Metro: Sol. Café-Pub Monaguillo,
Plaza Cruz Verde, 3. To get there from
Plaza Mayor: Walk down C/ Toledo to
Plaza Puerta Cerrada and then down C/
Segovia to Plaza Cruz Verde, which is on
the right before you walk under the big
Aqueduct bridge. Description: The
Christmas party is a great time to meet,
talk, have some drinks and celebrate the
beginning of the Christmas season. For
those teachers who are going back home
for Christmas, it's the perfect time to say
goodbye and wish a merry holiday season
to other teachers, friends and students.
Café-Pub Monaguillo is located in an
attractive square in the old town with a
charming terrace and 18th century foun-
tain. You'll pass by a wooden statue of a
Monaguillo (Altar Boy) asking for charity
at the entrance and an authentic confes-
sional inside. Special Canterbury Club
offer on drinks for Canterbury professors,
students and friends, compliments (gen-
tileza) of Canterbury & the Monaguillo. 

The history of Christmas dates back over
(se fecha en) 4000 years. Many of our
Christmas traditions were celebrated cen-
turies before the Christ child was born (naci-
do). The 12 days of Christmas, the bright
fires, the Yule log (tronco de navidad), the
giving of gifts (regalos), carnivals (parades)
with floats (carrozas), carolers (persona
canta villancicos) who sing while (mientras)
going from house to house, the holiday
feasts (festines), and the church proces-
sions can all be traced back (encuentra su
origen) to the early Mesopotamians.
The Mesopotamians: Many of these tra-
ditions began with the Mesopotamian cel-
ebration of New Years. Their most impor-
tant god was called Marduk. Each year as
winter arrived, it was believed that Marduk
would do battle (entablaría batalla) with
the monsters of chaos. To assist Marduk in
his struggle (lucha) the Mesopotamians
held (celebran) a festival for the New Year.
The Scandinavians: In Scandinavia, dur-
ing the winter months, the sun would dis-
appear for many days. After thirty-five
days scouts went to the mountain tops
(cimas) to look for the return of the sun.
When the first light appeared, the scouts
returned with the good news. A great festi-
val was held, called the Yuletide (navidad),
and a special feast was served (estaba
servido)  around a fire (fuego) burning
(quemando) with the Yule log. Great bon-
fires (hogueras) was also lit (también estu-
vieron encendidas) to celebrate the return
of the sun. In some areas people tied
(ataron)  apples to branches (ramas) of
trees to remind themselves (recordarse)
that spring and summer would return.
The Romans: The Roman's celebrated
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Canterbury Club Nov 07 Hike to Patones
At the House of Santa Maria De La Cabeza

Cathedral in Torrelaguna

In the caves

View from Patones

Christian & Spencer

Canterbury Club President JB presents:
REAL MADRID GAME 

Tuesday, December 11th: 20:30h
Come with a friend and Speak English

Mirador at Patones

Picnic Lunch Canterbury Club President JB, VP’s Jari
Lynn & Jeffrey Petrie Present: 

CANTERBURY CHRISTMAS PARTY
Friday, December 14th: 22:30h

For Teachers, Students, Friends and Family

December Conversation Topic 1
The Origens of Christmas

Chat (charla) Box: After reading the story:
1) Discuss the similarities and differences
between pagan Christmas and Christian
Christmas. 2) Discuss Kings (Reyes) Day.  



their god Saturn. Their festival was called
Saturnalia, which began in the middle of
December and ended January 1st. The
Romans decorated their halls with garlands
(guirnaldas) of laurel and green trees lit with
candles (velas). "Jo Saturnalia!" was a fun
(divertido) and festive time for the Romans,
but the Christians thought (pensaban) it was
wrong to honor the pagan god.
The Christians: The early Christians wanted
to keep the birthday of their Christ child a
solemn and religious holiday, not one of
cheer (alegría) and merriment (diversion) as
was the pagan Saturnalia. However (sin
embargo), the Church eventually (final-
mente)  borrowed (tomaron prestado) the
merriment, lights, and gifts from the
Saturnalia festival and brought them (les tra-
jeron) to the celebration of Christmas. 

Christmas Jokes
Q. What did Adam say on the day before
Christmas? A. It's Christmas, Eve.
Q. Why does Santa like to work in the garden? 
A. Because he like to hoe, hoe, hoe
(azadonar)!
Q. How do sheep (ovejas) say Merry
Christmas in Mexico? 
A. Fleece (esquilar) Navidad!
Q. What do you call a snowman party? A. A
Snowball((bala de nieve y baile)!
Q. What do you call an Eskimo cow (vaca)?
A. An Eskimoo.
Q. What's the best thing to put into Christmas
pie(tarta)? A. Your teeth!

It has been known for at least 50 years
that young kids have an amazing ability to
quickly learn new languages when compared
to adults. Noam Chomsky in 1957 wrote that
a genetically based "Universal Grammar"
allowed kids to absorb whatever languages
were spoken around them. This ability seems
to disappear around age 5-7, after which kids
need to be taught just like everyone else.
During the past decade advances in brain
imaging technology have shown why.

The old view that the adult brain is some-
how "fixed" is no longer accurate. We now
know that the brain is to a certain extent
"plastic": in other words it continues to
change throughout our lives. But there are 3
distinct periods of brain "exuberance" or
peak levels of activity. The first is in the

womb during the first and second trimesters,
when the brain's neurons are formed and
migrate to their normal locations. At birth
each of these neurons has about 2,500
synapses, the pathways along which infor-
mation travels. By the time a child is two or
three years old, this number increases to
about 15,000 synapses. After that age the
number decreases, until by age 21 it has fall-
en by about half.

A third peak is experienced around puber-
ty, a period of neurotransmitter exuberance.
These are the chemical messengers that
allow the flow of information across synaps-
es. This explains why it is still easy for ado-
lescents to acquire native accents in second
languages. After puberty we have to work
increasingly harder to learn as our neuro-
transmitter levels gradually drop. Brain scans
have shown that bilingual people have a
thicker cerebral cortex over the language
center on the left sides of our brains. This
helps us to keep our second languages alive,
and as long as we do it doesn't go away.     

Abha had her first classroom birthday cake
while she was in the Canterbury TEFL class
of February 2007. Abha was born in Bombay,
India, but spent her childhood in England,
where her father worked as a doctor in urol-
ogy. Her family moved back to India when
she was eleven, where she finished High
School. She went to the University of
Wallongong near Sidney, Australia and grad-
uated in Marketing and Management. After
working as an ejecutive in Dubai, in the
United Arab Emirates for six years, she
decided that she was tired of earning a high
salary and working day and night. Life had to
be more than work, she thought to herself.
And that’s when she found Canterbury, and
now has a perfect balance between teach-
ing, which she loves, and living an exciting
life in Spain.   

Oscar Fernandez Usebio started classes
with Abha when he was a false beginner.
Now after six months of hard work, she says
that he has reached the upper intermediate
level. “I now have amazing conversations
with him in English, when before he couldn’t
construct a proper sentence.” Oscar is an
environmentalist, likes to travel, listen to
classical music and he especially enjoys to
go to his “pueblo” on the weekends and cul-
tivate the land. A nice change from the city!”
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Professor of the Month: Abha Malpani

Student of the Month: Oscar Fernandez  

Cape Town

TATA Class

Thanksgiving Feast

Dec TEFL students

Alicia, Nov Student
of the Month

Jazmin & Maria

Teacher Jeffrey TATA Consultancy ClassInvitee Isabel &  Spencer

Thanksgiving Potluck Party, Nov 07

Nov TEFL students

December Conversation Topic 2
Children’s Corner

December Conversation Topic 3
How Do Kids Learn Languages so Easily?


